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October 2017 Newsletter 
 

Arbor West Neighbors 
E-mail:  arborwestneighbors@gmail.com  

Phone:  (708)613-0152   

Website:  www.arborwestneighbors.org 

www.facebook/ArborWestNeighbors 

 

 

Neighbors, 

What does home mean to you?  Is it a physical space or is it 

shaped by those around you (or maybe both)?  Has your view 

of home changed over the years?  Do you see it changing as 

you continue to age?  What do you need to create or 

recreate the home of your choice?  Help us explore these 

questions and others as we examine housing options that 

encourage independence and community.   

 

Housing Possibilities 

While some individuals may choose to age in a single-family 

home of their choice, others may seek an opportunity to live 

more communally.  Decisions to share space may be driven 

by financial concerns or a desire to be an engaged member 

of a community.  Whatever the motivation, there are several 

ways to age in community beyond the traditional single-family 

home. Maybe one of these alternatives will be right for you. 

Homesharing 

Homesharing is an alternative way for people to meet their 

housing needs that provides numerous benefits to 

homeowners and renters alike. In simple terms, homesharing is 

an arrangement in which two or more unrelated people share 

a dwelling in which each retains a private space. 

Homesharing is a creative way for single persons, families with 

 
 

Creating and 

Recreating Home:  

Options for Aging in 

Community 

Date:  Saturday, Nov. 18th 

Time:  9:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Location:  Veteran’s Room 

Oak Park Public Library 

834 Lake Street, Oak Park 

Admission:  Free 

Please join us as we examine 

housing options such as shared 

housing, cohousing, cooperative 

housing, and accessory 

dwellings.  We will learn from 

those with personal and 

professional experience with 

these alternative housing 

arrangements. 
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children, people with disabilities, and retirees to remain in their 

communities, maintain their homes, and supplement their 

incomes.  Homesharing "seekers" or renters are individuals for 

whom renting a room meets a short-term or long-term need. 

They come to homesharing because they enjoy people and 

want a safe, clean and affordable home.  

Student Home Shares 

Student home shares are a particular form of homesharing 

and may offer an opportunity for students to live in a safe and 

quiet place.  These arrangements may be particularly 

beneficial to international students who desire to live in a 

home that provides the chance to experience American life. 

Housing Cooperatives or Co-ops  

Housing cooperatives (“co-ops”) are multi-unit apartment 

buildings where each resident has an interest in the entire 

building, and a lease (or contract or share of stock) enabling 

the owner to occupy a particular unit.  A co-op owner — often 

called a shareholder — does not own the apartment unit. In 

fact, you could call that person a tenant. The co-op 

association, which is usually a corporation consisting of all the 

shareholders, owns the entire building, including all of the 

individual units.  Although that might sound complex, co-op 

living can be very desirable.  Co-ops are by their nature 

diverse communities, and include people of varying ages, 

backgrounds, income levels, sexual identities and orientations, 

abilities, and beliefs. Many co-ops have a clear vision of what 

they want to achieve for their community and residents have 

a shared desire to live in that community.  Co-ops often have 

skilled building management familiar with the residents and 

their needs, a committed and capable board, and an 

engaged and active membership.  There are numerous co-

ops in the Chicagoland area. 

  

 

Upcoming 

Events 
Get to know AWN 

Curious about Arbor 

West Neighbors?  

Interested in learning 

more about being a 

member?  Join us at one 

of our small house parties 

in October to find out 

more. 

 

Sun. Oct. 8th  

3:00pm – 5:00pm 

or 

Wed. Oct. 11th 

5:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

At the home of  

Sunny and Tom Hall 

304 N. Grove Ave. 

Oak Park  

 

Co-Hosted by  

Louise Corzine 

 

Please RSVP to: 

arborwestneighbors 

@gmail.com 

 

or 

 

(708)613-0152  

 

We look forward to 

seeing you! 
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Cohousing  

Cohousing is an intentional community of either small private 

homes, townhomes or condominiums clustered around shared 

space. Each attached or single family home has traditional 

amenities, including a private kitchen. Shared spaces typically 

feature a common house or condo, which may include a 

large kitchen and dining area, laundry, and recreational and 

meeting spaces. Cohousing encourages interaction. These 

“intentional neighborhoods” invite residents to be “neighborly” 

and stay socially active. Residents regularly and 

collaboratively plan community activities, shared meals, and 

recreational activities. Noteworthy is that when neighbors 

know each other well, it provides a useful solution for those 

who just occasionally need a helping hand, allowing them to 

remain in their home.  In densely populated areas, cohousing 

arrangements may be planned in mid-sized condo or 

apartment buildings, or on one floor of a larger condo 

building. 

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)  

Accessory dwelling units consist of a room or set of rooms, including 

basements, in a single-family home (in a single-family zoning district) 

that has been designed or configured to be used as a separate 

dwelling unit and has been established by permit. ADUs generally 

include living, sleeping, kitchen, and bathroom facilities and have a 

separate, lockable entrance door. A detached ADU is similar, but 

the living area is in a separate structure, normally above a garage, 

or in a backyard cottage of some sort. ADUs can provide one 

solution for affordable housing, particularly in expensive housing 

markets. ADUs can provide extra rental income for an older 

homeowner who no longer needs all of the space in their home. 

ADUs are also used to enable intergenerational living amongst 

families with older parents or other relatives.  These arrangements 

enable individuals to stay close to family while maintaining some 

independence.

 

 

  

Movie & 

Discussion 
October 3rd 
Our movie & discussion 

group meets the first 

Tuesday of each month.  

Join us this month as we 

gather to watch Maudie.  

This film is about an 

arthritic Nova Scotia 

woman who works as a 

housekeeper while she 

hones her skills as an 

artist and eventually 

becomes a beloved 

figure in the community. 

 

Meet in the lobby at 

11:45 am for the noon 

showing.  Look for the 

red balloon.  Discussion 

to be held at a local 

restaurant afterwards. 

 

Please RSVP to  

Sunny Hall at: 
sunnytom3039@gmail.com 

or call (708)609-2894. 
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We are Growing 

Arbor West Neighbors is looking for volunteers to join the following committees: 

Advocacy    Communications    Partnerships    Recruitment    Social Interests    Services 

Become a Member 

Our suggested annual membership donation is $50, which will assist us to further develop 

our interest groups, programs, advocacy activities, and events.  If you are interested in 

becoming an Arbor West Neighbors member, please e-mail us at 

arborwestneighbors@gmail.com or call (708) 613-0152.

 

 

October 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1  2 

8am 

Walking 

 3 

11:45am 

Movie 

Group 

 4  5  6  7 

             

8 

3:00 

House 

Party 

  9 

8am 

Walking 

 10 

 

 11 

5:00 

House 

Party 

 

 12  13  14 

             

15  16 

8am 

Walking 

 17 

 

 18  19  20  21 

             

22  23 

8am 

Walking 

 24  25  26  27  28 

             

29  30 

8am 

Walking 

 

 31 
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